Nireza GO

. . Feature
AR
Ak e AR S 2|
PR 078 G BH N Y A 3 02 1 PEAR 715 2
R 038 P B B 9 25 A (PR R A ERR G 2

Alireza & 1976 £ 8 H 20 H Hi A A BB TESAEE - A UAE VA% - 3R - W0 i 5 b 72 i I VS aE 224 -
BRI 27 A1) B2 0y 22 S R F 18 BB - T AE DL st B8 (R SS9l SR A A A - [R) IRF 2 2R Ay ME B M P T B AT A o R MO A R R B
HURRSE TAE © 5 2005 6 538 A7 iz 36 07 % 4l 25 0 % R A JEE R B - 3107 K] It 2 Sl 28 20006 7 [ I 96 e At ol 25 4 S 9 B 1 -
Alireza /NRFRIVE R B E ER - B ENE QEBAL - 191QE D BB A8 BOR - DENG - RIS - T
HEE M — ER M E - M B EHCAITFRE A B RN > R SMEEIRE - A EE A TRERN > 2 !

Born in Tehran, IRAN on 20th, August, 1976. BA in Graphic Design and MA in illustration. Now I live and work in Tehran with my wife and my little
adorable daughter. Lecturer at Fine Arts Faculty, Art Director and Graphic Designer; I've worked widely in editorial, children's publishing houses. As the BIB
Grand Prize winner in 2005, I was appointed to illustrate the cover of 2006 Annual Bologna Illustration Catalog. I decided to be a painter when I was a child.

I began with crayons and coloring books, which progressed to pencils, paints, collage, computer and airbrushing. Over the years I've never stopped sketching!
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I've been fascinated to see that what I can create is unlimited --.everything is possible!
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dpi: How will you define your creating style?

Alireza: My main loves are Fantasy and comic genres where stunning
visual worlds can come to life through the vivid
imagination. I love illustrations with a unique sense
of humot! I like to reduce the details and make my
characters more targeted to enable them to express

themselves.

dpi: What material, tool or technique do you use

for illustrations?
Alireza: I work with a variety of mediums, using

acrylic paint, paper, pencil, collage and mix media.

dpi: How did vou get inspiration?

Alireza: I've been mostly inspired by Persian
Miniature (Herat School), folk arts and European

impressionism.

dpi: What is your favorite subject? And why?

Alireza: Satire and folk art, because 1 think within
these genres one can move forward and beyond the

existing restrictions.

dpi: How did you get your first book published?
Alireza: "My Giraffe is Blue" was my college's project which was awarded for

the first time at BAI] (Biannual of Asia Illustration of Japan), it was written
by Susan Taghdis, and was how my first book got published in Iran.

\douzian
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dpi: What are the important elements of illustrating a book for you? How

do vou conduct them into your works?
Alireza: It depends to the text; if the story or the text is based on an old and

ancient text, I'll study and make a research on that era and will find relevant
elements on that specific time and would create a suitable atmosphere for
my illustrations. Sometimes I use these elements in the background of my
wortk to introduce that specific eral And if it is a modern story I'll think of
the existing elements which are needed to make a right atmosphere for my

work.

1. "Niman Boogh'(Half man Horn), how did Niman Boogh
convince the representative? / acrylic, pencil, paper, collage /
2011

2."Niman Boogh'"(Half man Horn), this is a formal assembly.
Niman Boogh is answering the Rep's questions. / acrylic, pe!
paper, collage / 2011

3."Niman Boogh'(Half man Horn), the representative puts an egg
on the ground, where Niman Boogh puts an onion in return--+
/ acrylic, pencil, paper, collage / 2011

4. "Niman Boogh'(Half man Horn), the representative is explaining
about his questions and the answers Niman Boogh has given
him-++ / acrylic, pencil, paper, collage /2011

5."What a racket!", under the most beautiful tree a goat had set
up a soup stand and sells the best soup in all the land. / acrylic,
pencil, paper, collage /2010

. "What a racket!’, when the Clients would line up to buy soup,
the tree would gripe: "So many people, how can | get any rest?"
/ acrylic, pencil, paper, collage /2010

7."What a racket!, the goat's business really took off and there
was a continual racket. But the tree never complained again! /
acrylic, pencil, paper, collage /2010
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dpi: Depending on you, readers of what age will be vou target readers? Is

there any specific information that you want to convey to them? Do you

think your books are also for adults to read?

Alireza: 1 illustrated mainly for two different age groups; one is for very
young children up to 7 years old and the second age group is from the end
of elementary school up to young adults. Adults may enjoy reading some of
my books as welll The information which is given to the readers is mainly in

the texts or stories which can get clear through my illustrations.

dpi: Could you share with us the detailed creating process of the series that

had been selected in Bologna Children's Book Fair 20127 Where did the

inspiration come from? How was the process of illustration?
Alireza: As 1 was searching for folk tales I came across a book named

“Some Unforeseen Events" written by "Sadegh Hedayat" (was Iran's
foremost modern writer of prose fiction and short stories) which had a
social political satire in it. I found one of the stories appropriate to illustrate
which was similar to how we are living today! Then I discussed my concern
on this story with my friend who is a writer and a publisher at the same

time. He liked the idea and rewrote the story and I started to create the

AEREENE: NEBE

in every aspect of my life!

characters using some similes; for example, donkey which shows stupidity
and watermelon which shows the luck (you'll never know whether the inside
of a melon is red or white until you open it)! Of course there were some
disagreements between me and the author/publisher which the winner was

the one who would convince the other one!

dpi: Could vou talk about the experience of visiting Bologna Children's

Book Fair 2012? What is the difference between this year and few years ago

when your artworks were selected? Is there anything exciting that you want

to share with us?

Alireza: Unfortunately I couldn't make it to
Bologna this year, but when I looked into the
catalog, again I found some similar works and
of course some totally different ones. I think
the selection shows the Jury's locality approach
toward the works. In the meantime they also look
for the works which have a new look in them or
have something to tell and mostly are technicall
I had a special feeling for this series of my
artworks and I'm happy that I could share them
with many audiences/artist throughout the world

through Bologna Illustration Exhibition!
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dpi: How do you cooperate with the publisher? Did you think differently

from your editor(s)? How did you two work it out?

Alireza: Publishers usually send their manuscript to me and if 1 find any
passion for it, I'll accept, then I'll proceed only after I sign an agreement
with the publisher. Because unfortunately there are publishers who take
advantages of the creators not only in Iran but also in foreign countries. In
some cases I definitely think differently from my editor, then we'll discuss
the differences thoroughly and will reach to a final conclusion together (Of
course in most cases the publishers think of the market and the possibilities
to sell their book good)!

dpi: Is there any on-going project? What is your next plan?

Alireza: Yes I'm working with a French Publishing house right now and my

next plan is illustrating another book for Arka Edition in Milan! [}
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